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Dear Prospective Coach,

All persons interested in coaching in a Piscataway Recreation sponsored program or activity must complete the enclosed Volunteer Coaching Application.

Please complete and return to the Department of Recreation.

Be advised that all prospective Piscataway Recreation volunteer coaches are subject to the following requirements:

· Complete the Volunteer Coaching Application.
· Read and sign the Coaches Model Code of Conduct (Twp. Ordinance 03-41).
· Read and sign the Consent to be Fingerprinted form for the purpose of state and federal criminal background checks according to the terms, conditions and timetable established by the Department of Recreation 
(Twp. Ordinance 02-14).
Coaches must reapply for consideration for coaching each sport, each season and each year. Completion of these requirements does not guarantee you a coaching position. The Department of Recreation retains sole authority to approve or reject applicants for volunteer coaching.

Please contact the Department of Recreation at 732-562-2382 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

John Tierney, Acting Director

Department of Recreation
Prospective coach letter
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Last Name, First Name

                           Township of Piscataway
Department of Recreation
Volunteer Coaching Application Form

The Piscataway Township Department of Recreation values its volunteer coaches and recognizes the vital role they play in the physical and emotional development of our youth sports participants. We thank and commend our volunteers for the interest, sacrifice and commitment they make to our children, our programs and activities as well as the positive impact they have on the overall quality of life in our community.
All prospective Piscataway Recreation volunteer coaches are subject to the following requirements:

* Complete the Volunteer Coaching Application

* Read and sign the Coaches Model Code of Conduct (Twp. Ordinance 03-41)

* Read and sign the Consent to be Fingerprinted form for the purpose of state and federal criminal background checks   

   according to the terms, conditions and timetable established by the Department of Recreation (Twp. Ordinance 02-14)

* Coaches must reapply for consideration for coaching each sport, each season and each year.

***Completion of these requirements does not guarantee you a coaching position***

The Department of Recreation retains sole authority to approve or reject applicants for volunteer coaching

Policies and Procedures for Volunteer Coaches

Except in Pop Warner, coaching staffs are limited to no more than one head coach and two assistant coaches.

Coaches are required to report all injuries and unsafe playing conditions promptly to the Department of Recreation.

Coaches must never leave a child alone at the conclusion of a practice or game.

Except in cases of emergency, coaches are not allowed to transport players. (Responsibility of parents)

Private and one-on-one coaching sessions with children are strictly prohibited. (Team practices only)

Alcohol, drug and tobacco use are strictly prohibited before, during and after the game or practice.

Only coaches sanctioned and approved by the Department of Recreation are permitted to participate.

Juvenile coaches must be under the supervision of an approved adult coach at all times.

In a police, fire or medical emergency, do not use a cell phone to call 911. Call the Piscataway Police at 732-562-1100.

Coaches Agreement (Please place an X next to each statement of agreement)

I agree that if I am selected to coach a team:

_____ I agree to abide by all Piscataway Recreation league rules as well as all policies and procedures.

_____ I will attend all coaches meetings (pre-season, post-season and in-season)

_____ I will be true to the terms and conditions of the Coaches Model Code of Conduct

_____ I will be responsible for the behavior of my team at all times

_____ I understand that I am not guaranteed a position as a head or assistant coach and that all decisions regarding 

coaching positions are made exclusively by the Department of Recreation.

_____ I understand that misrepresentation or omission of pertinent facts may be cause for rejection or dismissal.
Personal Information
Today’s Date____________________________
Which specific sport are you applying for as a volunteer coach? _______________________________________

Are you an adult seeking to coach or a juvenile seeking to coach?  _____ Adult      _____ Juvenile (under 18)

If you are a juvenile, are you under age 16? 
_____ Yes

_____ No

Name________________________________________________________
Street Address_________________________________________________

City_________________________________________
Zip Code_______________________________________
Home Telephone #____________________________ 
      Work Telephone #____________________________

Cellular Telephone #___________________________
E-mail Address________________________________
Do you have a child participating in this sport?  Yes_______
No_______

If you answered yes, provide their:

1) Name_______________________________
Age_____
Grade_____
School_______________________
2) Name_______________________________
Age_____
Grade_____
School_______________________

Coaching Interests, Background and Experience (if more space is need, use the back side of this page)
State the main reasons you would like to be a coach? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List any previous coaching in this or any other sport. Include sport, age group, grade level, etc.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List personal playing experience in this or any other sport. (I.e. youth/recreational, high school, college, pro)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List any youth sports coaching certification, coaching clinics or coaches training.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Special Skills and Certifications
List any special certifications (I.e. CPR, Medical training, etc.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List any training or skills you may have that may assist you in your coaching responsibilities

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Coaching Philosophy and Objectives

State your general coaching philosophy as it relates to coaching a youth sports team

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe your coaching goals and objectives you wish to accomplish as a youth sports coach

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Criminal History

The Department of Recreation requires all prospective adult volunteers to be fingerprinted for the purpose of state and federal criminal background checks. The checks cover the entire adult life of the individual and will identify disqualifiers as prescribed by NJ Public Law 1999, Chapter 432 and Township Ordinance 02-14. The results of the background checks are held in strict confidence by the Department of Recreation. Disqualifying Offenses and Frequently Asked Questions related to criminal background checks are attached to this application. For more information, contact the Department of Recreation at 732-562-2382.

Have you ever been convicted of a crime or violation of the law, other than a traffic violation?

_____ Yes
_____ No
If yes, please explain:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Hold Harmless and Indemnification Agreement

I hereby release and agree to indemnify and hold harmless the Township of Piscataway, the Department of Recreation, and any official, employee or volunteer of the Township of Piscataway against any and all claims resulting from participation in Piscataway Recreation programs. With my knowledge, by participating in this activity, I assume any risk of injury.

____________________________________________________

______________________________



  Signature of Applicant





Date

Submit the completed Volunteer Coaching Application Form along with the Coaches Model Code of Conduct and Fingerprint Consent Form to the Department of Recreation.
Thank you for your interest in serving as a volunteer coach with the Piscataway Department of Recreation. 

Your volunteer spirit and willingness to give your time and expertise are greatly appreciated. 
Thank you!
Township of Piscataway

Department of Recreation
455 Hoes Lane

Piscataway, NJ 08854

732-562-2382
Volunteer coaching application
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Piscataway Recreation Department

Coaches Model Code of Conduct
Youth Sports Programs play a very important role in the promotion of the physical, social and emotional development of children. It is essential for youth sports parents, coaches officials, and spectators to support and encourage youth sports Participants to embrace the values of good sportsmanship. Moreover, adults involved in youth sports should be models of good behavior and sportsmanship and should lead by demonstrating fairness, respect and self-control.

In accordance with this youth sports mission, the Piscataway Township Council adopted a Model Code of Conduct Ordinance for Piscataway Recreation programs. Township Ordinance 03-41 is in accordance with New Jersey Public Law 2002, Chapter 74.

Piscataway Recreation volunteer coaches are required to read and sign this Model Code of Conduct agreement and submit it to the Department of Recreation.

Coaches cannot participate in Piscataway Recreation Department programs without agreeing to adhere to the terms of the Coaches Model Code of Conduct.

After reading the Model Code on the reverse side of this form, coaches must sign below. 


___________________________

_______________________


                    Print Name of Coach                                     Name of Sport



___________________________                  _______________________

                                Signature of Coach                                             Date

Coaches Code of Conduct
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	State of New Jersey

Model Athletic Code of Conduct
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The following model athletic code of conduct is promulgated in accordance with the provisions of P.L. 2002, Chapter 74.

Preamble:

Interscholastic and youth sports programs play an important role in promoting the physical, social and emotional develop​ment of children. It is therefore essential for parents, coaches and officials to encourage youth athletes to embrace the values of good sportsmanship. Moreover, adults involved in youth sports events should be models of good sportsmanship and should lead by example by demonstrating fairness, respect and self-control.

I therefore pledge to be responsible for my words and actions while attending, coaching, officiating or participat​ing in a youth sports event and shall conform my behavior to the following code of conduct:

1. I will not engage in unsportsmanlike conduct with any coach, parent, player, participant, official or any other attendee.

2. I will not encourage my child, or any other person, to engage in unsportsmanlike conduct with any coach, parent, player, participant, official or any other attendee.

3. I will not engage in any behavior which would endanger the health, safety or well-being of any coach, parent, player, participant, official or any other attendee.

4. I will not encourage my child, or any other person, to engage in any behavior which would endanger the health, safety or well-being of any coach, parent, player, participant, official or any other attendee.

5. I will not use drugs or alcohol while at a youth sports event and will not attend, coach, officiate or participate in a youth sports event while under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

6. I will not permit my child, or encourage any other person, to use drugs or alcohol at a youth sports event and will not permit my child, or encourage any other person, to attend, coach, officiate or participate in a youth sports event while under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

7. I will not engage in the use of profanity.

8. I will not encourage my child, or any other person, to engage in the use of profanity.

9. I will treat any coach, parent, player, participant, official or any other attendee with respect regardless of race, creed, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation or ability.

10. I will encourage my child to treat any coach, parent, player, participant, official or any other attendee with respect regardless of race, creed, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation or ability.

11. I will not engage in verbal or physical threats or abuse aimed at any coach, parent, player, participant, official or any other attendee.

12. I will not encourage my child, or any other person, to engage in verbal or physical threats or abuse aimed at any coach, parent, player, participant, official or any other attendee.

13. I will not initiate a fight or scuffle with any coach, parent, player, participant, official or any other attendee.

14. I will not encourage my child, or any other person, to initiate a fight or scuffle with any coach, parent, player, participant, official or any other attendee.

I hereby agree that if I fail to conform my conduct to the foregoing while attending, coaching, officiating or participating in a youth sports event I will be subject to disciplinary action, including but not limited to the following in any order or combination:

1. Verbal warning issued by a league, organization or school official.

2. Written warning issued by a league, organization or school official.

3. Suspension or immediate ejection from a youth sports event issued by a league, organization or school official who is authorized to issue such suspension or ejection by a school board or youth sports organization.

4. Suspension from multiple youth sports events issued by a league, organization or school official who is authorized to issue such suspension by a school board or youth sports organization.

5. Season suspension or multiple season suspension issued by a school board or youth sports organization.
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Piscataway Recreation Department

Coaches Consent Form

Fingerprinting and Criminal Background Check

I understand that Piscataway Township as a pre-requisite to my involvement, in accordance with New Jersey Public Law 1999, Chapter 432, has decided to process criminal background checks on all individuals (employees and volunteers) who will be working with children.

By signing this form I agree to be fingerprinted for the purpose of a criminal background record check.  I also state that I have never been convicted of any of the following crimes and offenses (as established by New Jersey Legislation), or that the guilty disposition of any of the crimes and/or offenses has been amended to a status of not guilty, or that any previous charges as listed below have been expunged:

2C:11 HOMICIDE

· All Offenses

2C:12 ASSAULT; ENDANGERING; THREATS

· All Offenses

2C:13 KIDNAPPING

· All Offenses

2C:14 SEXUAL OFFENSES

· All Offenses

2C:15 ROBBERY 

· All Offenses

2C:20 THEFT

· All Offenses

2C:24 OFFENSES AGAINST THE FAMILY, CHILDREN AND INCOMPETENTS

· All Offenses

2C:35 CONTROLLED DANGEROUS SUBSTANCES

· All offenses except paragraph (4) of subsection a. of N.J.S.2C:35-10.

NAME (Please Print)
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APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE                                                        DATE 


Recreation Volunteers: The Benefits are Endless

What’s in it for Recreation Volunteers? 

More Than You Might Expect
· Having Fun

Volunteers should have a thoroughly enjoyable experience.
· Learning and Teaching 

Volunteers get to share their knowledge while learning & gaining wisdom from others.

· Enjoying Health and Physical Benefits
Volunteering is a way to stay active and healthy.

· Making Friends

Volunteers meet others who share their interests and passions.

· Recognition and Acknowledgement

Volunteers receive recognition and appreciation from the entire community.

· Making a Difference in the Community

Volunteering is a way is become civically engaged and to develop a sense of giving/belonging.

· Leadership

Volunteers have an opportunity for learning and demonstrating team-building skills.

· Experiencing Different Points of View

Volunteers are offered the opportunity to interact with people from different generations, cultures & abilities.
· Enriching Family Life

Volunteers experience activities for families, colleagues from work, social clubs & 

churches.
Volunteer benefits
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