Criminal Background Checks
Frequently Asked Questions

1. Does the Township of Piscataway have the legal authority to fingerprint and conduct background checks of volunteers? Yes. In 1999, the State Legislature of New Jersey made it legal to conduct background checks on volunteers. The Township also requires criminal background checks for part and full time employees.

2. To whom does this ordinance apply? The ordinance applies to all adults wishing to coach in youth programs sponsored by Piscataway Recreation. This includes first time coaches and as well as returning coaches.
3. Do I have to be checked even if I passed a criminal background check at an earlier time in my life or as a condition of my employment? Yes. All individuals, including law enforcement and military, must be checked. Exception – Persons fingerprinted by Sagem Morpho within the last 3 years need only provide a letter of approval from their volunteer agency of origin.
4. What happens if an individual does not wish to be fingerprinted and checked?

The individual will not be allowed to coach in programs sponsored by the Department of Recreation.

5. Who conducts the fingerprinting and processes the criminal background checks? The NJ State Police requires that Sagem Morpho performs all volunteer fingerprinting. S-M submits the prints to state and federal law enforcement agencies for criminal background checks. Our local police are no longer authorized to fingerprint volunteers.
6. What criminal convictions will disqualify me from coaching in Piscataway Recreation programs? State statute (NJPL 2002, Chapter 74) and township ordinance (03-41) define the following convictions as disqualifiers: homicides, assaults, threats, endangering, kidnapping, sexual offenses, robbery, theft, bigamy and controlled dangerous substances. 
7. Does this law apply to me if I was charged but not convicted of a crime? No. For an individual to be disqualified, they must have a record of conviction.
8. Is my criminal history released or revealed to any person or agency? No. The result of the background check is reported as either ‘passed’ or ‘failed’ based on the disqualifiers listed in #6. The Township of Piscataway will not have knowledge of anyone’s criminal history report. The only person who will have access to your criminal history is you.

9. How can I obtain a copy of the report of my criminal background check? You can obtain a copy of your criminal background from the New Jersey State Police. The Department of Recreation can provide the contact information.

10. Will I be disqualified from coaching if my criminal background check reveals a minor offense such as shoplifting or a misdemeanor drug offense that took place many years ago? Any individual who is disqualified from coaching due to a criminal conviction can file an appeal with the Director of Recreation. In order to do so, the individual must obtain a copy of their criminal history report from the New Jersey State Police and present it to the Director of Recreation for consideration. After reviewing the report and hearing the appeal, the Director of Recreation may permit the individual to coach. If the Director of Recreation denies the appeal, the individual can file a second and final appeal to a panel comprised of, but not limited to, the Mayor and the Chief of Police.

11. What is the procedure if I pass the criminal background check? If you pass, you become eligible to coach in Piscataway Recreation sponsored programs. 

12. If I pass the background check, will I have to be fingerprinted again next year? How about for a different sport this year? If you pass the background check, you will be eligible to coach all sports offered by Piscataway Recreation for a period of three years. After three years, you will be fingerprinted again.
For additional information, contact the Department of Recreation - 732-562-2382
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Per New Jersey Legislation…..

A person may be disqualified from serving as an employee or volunteer of a non-profit youth serving organization if that person’s criminal history record background check reveals a record of conviction of any of the following crimes and offenses:

2C:11 HOMICIDE

· All offenses

2C:12 ASSAULT; ENDANGERING;


THREATS

· All offenses

2C:13 KIDNAPPING

· All offenses

2C14 SEXUAL OFFENSES

· All offenses

2C15 ROBBERY

· All offenses

2C20 THEFT

· All offenses

2C24 OFFENSES AGAINST THE FAMILY, CHILDREN AND

          INCOMPETENTS

· All offenses

2C:35 CONTROLLED DANGEROUS SUBSTANCES


- All offenses except 2C: 35-10A4

